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Save the Dates! 
May 12, 2012    10:00 AM 

Parent’s Day Breakfast 
A breakfast honoring the fact that we ARE parents although our babies aren’t with us  

May 18, 2012    6:30 PM 

Elegant Evening to Remember  
An evening to honor Physicians, Healthcare Professionals and Volunteers 

October 7, 2012    11:00 AM 

20th Annual “Walk to Remember” 
Join together to Walk in memory of babies lost to miscarriage, ectopic pregnancy, stillbirth & early infant death  
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FORGET-ME-NOT  

      M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  

The mission of the Western New 

York Perinatal Bereavement Net-
work (WNYPBN), Inc. is to assist 

the community to meet the 
needs of people facing the pain 

of perinatal death.  We promote 

standards of bereavement inter-
vention through educational sup-

port, community programs, and 
referral services to bereaved 

parents.  The WNYPBN supports 

an established standard of care 
following a perinatal death, re-

gardless of the facility where the 

birth took place. 

Baby’s Sweet Beginnings 

Lactation & Wellness Center 

Brooks Memorial Hospital 

Catholic Health System  

Mercy Hospital  

Sisters of Charity Hospital  

The Center for Hospice & 

Palliative Care  

Eastern Niagara Hospital— 

Lockport Division  

Kaleida Health  

Women & Children’s 
Hospital of Buffalo  

Millard Fillmore Suburban 

Hospital  

Jones Memorial Hospital  

Life Transitions Center, Inc.  

Mount St. Mary's Hospital of 

Lewiston  

Niagara Falls Memorial Hospital  

SICD:  Sudden Infant & Child 

Death Resource Center 

Olean General Hospital  

United Memorial Medical 

Center  

WCA Hospital  

Wyoming County Community 

Health System 

WN YP BN M E M B E R  O RG A N I Z AT I O N S  

I like to think of the people we 

help at the WNYPBN as our 
family.  Very many of us know 

each other, we’ve suffered 
together,  we’ve  healed 

together.  This is the real 
reason why I feel our Newsletter 

is so meaningful to so many of 

us:  it is filled with stories, 

poems, memorials, etc. about 

people we know and care 
about.  Please consider sharing 

your story, your poetry, your 
journal entries with the rest of 

us through this newsletter.  We 
all feel better knowing we are 

not alone in our thoughts and 

grief.  Sharing our burdens for 

even a short while will make 

them lighter. 

There is a lot of wonderful 

information and sharing in 
these pages.  Thank you all for 

your submissions! 

Peace! 

 

L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  E D I T O R  

www.WNYPBN.org 



ponder all of this, numerous 

things come to mind.  How im-
portant and impactful the gift of 

presence is; how our organiza-
tion is more than an organiza-

tion, we’re a family; how grief is 
a binding experience and brings 

sufferers together - more is 

shared than is different; how 
many beautiful people I am 

blessed to know.  

I am not only blessed to know 

so many bereaved parents but 
the wonderful professionals 

that care and support them.  It 
is important that they are 

acknowledged for their out-
standing dedication to those 

they serve and impact.  Please 
extend a congratulations to 

those individuals receiving an 
award by reaching out to them 

personally or attending our first 
ever “Elegant Evening to Re-

member”.  Read all about this 

wonderful event on page 5. 

The warmer weather, flower 
blooms, and tree buds have 

recently arrived.  With this 
change of the seasons also 

brings the most dreaded holi-
days of the year for those 

“The most beautiful people we 

have known are those who 
have known defeat, known 

suffering, known struggle, 
known loss, and have found 

their way out of the depths.  
These persons have an appreci-

ation, sensitivity, and an under-

standing of life that fills them 
with compassion, gentleness, 

and a deep loving concern.  
Beautiful people do not just 

happen.” Elisabeth Kubler Ross  

When I came across this quote 

recently it made me stop and 
reflect on our organization and 

the many paths I cross and 
stories I hear from bereaved 

families.  We support parents 
and family members who are in 

all different stages of their grief.  
I have observed their anger, 

struggles, and suffering, but I 
have also observed the healing, 

the compassion, the gentleness 
and the concern they have for 

other bereaved parents that 
have to endure the pain of los-

ing a baby.  They want to be 
there for others and provide 

them with presence, comfort 
and understanding.  When I 

whose have lost a child: Mother’s 

Day and Father’s Day.  It is im-
portant for our WNYPBN family to 

support each other during these 
difficult holidays.  I would love for 

you to join us at the Parents Day 
Breakfast on the day before 

Mother’s Day, May 12th, to make 

this a day of remembrance.  We 
will acknowledge, recognize, and 

celebrate that indeed we are 
mothers and fathers.  It is im-

portant that you remind yourself 
that motherhood and fatherhood 

did not stop when your baby died, 
you will forever be a mother or a 

father.  Having a good support 
system, whether it is family, 

friends, or community based 
programs such as the WNYPBN; 

it is an essential part of “grief 
relief” and healing.  Let’s be 

there for one another! However 
you decide to spend Mother’s 

Day or Father’s Day, please do 
what is best for you.  I wish all of 

you a Happy Mother’s Day, a 
Happy Father’s Day, much hope 

and much peace. 

Sincerely, 

Christine Scott 
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A mother with  

a live child 

grows with  

her child. 

A mother who has  

lost her child 

grows because  

of  her child. 

-Kris Ingle  
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Making Mother’s Day & Father’s Day Special 
I wish all of you a very special Mother’s and Father’s Day.   

Below are a couple of suggestions to help you keep your baby’s love alive  

on these special days! 

A Mother’s Love is like a circle: it has no beginning and no ending.   

It keeps going around and around, ever expanding,  

touching everyone who comes in contact with it. 

 Do what You need to do- please do what is 

best for you! 

 Pamper yourself- You are indeed a mother or 

a father forever. 

 Talk about your baby & your memories 

 Release Balloons 

 Light a candle in memory of your baby 

 Visit the cemetery or somewhere special to 

reflect 

 Surround yourself with loving support~ 

friends, family, community based 

 Plants flowers or a tree in memory of your 

baby 

 Journal, write a poem, article 

 Cry if you need to, it’s ok. Heal as you release 

your emotions 
 

The Source of Human Love is the Mother 
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Senator Tim Kennedy speaking at the Mercy 

Hospital Press-Conference Announcing the 

Enactment of the Certificate of Still Birth Law 

 

March 21, 2012 was a day that bereaved 

parents throughout New York State had 
long been awaiting. After fighting for nearly 

a decade to secure state recognition for 
the children they lost to stillbirth, the State 

Legislature finally passed the bill to create 
the Certificate of Still Birth with the support 

of Senator Tim Kennedy and at the 
extreme encouragement of bereaved New 

York State families.  The New York State 
Legislature officially passed the Still Birth 

Bill into Law on September 23, 2011, and 
Governor Cuomo signed the official law on 

December 27.  In order to enact the law 
required several months to coordinate the 

creation of these certificates.  Finally, on 
March 21, 2012, the Law was officially 

enacted, applications distributed and 
accepted to issue the Still Birth 

Certificates. 

Senator Kennedy and the Western New 
York Perinatal Bereavement Network 

(WNYPBN) held an outreach event on 

Sunday, March 25, 2012, at South Buffalo 

Mercy Hospital to help families obtain the 
Certificate of Still Birth.  At the event, 

Senator Kennedy and the WNYPBN 
commemorated the now-available 

Certificate of Still Birth and the work that 
went into passing the law. With 

applications and notary services available, 

they also helped about 25 local families 
complete their applications for a Certificate 

of Still Birth. 

The law takes effect retroactively, so 

parents who have lost children to still birth 
in the past are eligible to secure a 

Certificate of Still Birth. Applications are 
available online at Department of Health 

website (http://www.health.ny.gov/forms/
doh-5056.pdf) or on the resources page of 

the WNYPBN website (http://wnypbn.org/
CSB_doh-5056.pdf).  The form requires a 

$30 application fee and must be notarized.  

“So many families worked hard for such a 

long time to finally see this day. It took 
nearly a decade for families to finally get 

Albany to budge on this issue, and I was 
proud and honored to help push the 

Certificate of Still Birth law through the 
Legislature and onto the Governor’s desk 

for his signature. On March 21, 2012, the 
wait was finally over for bereaved parents 

who fought for state recognition of the 
children they lost to stillbirth,” said Senator 

Kennedy. “With so many families 
experiencing such tragic loss every year, 

the Certificate of Still Birth was the least we 
could do to help heal the pain that families 

endure after a stillbirth. I thank the 

Western New York Perinatal Bereavement 
Network and Still Parents NY for all of their 

hard work and advocacy.” 

“I am so honored not only as a bereaved 

mother but also as the Executive Director 
of the Western New York Perinatal 

Bereavement Network to celebrate this bill 
officially becoming a law,” said WNYPBN 

Executive Director Christine Scott. “So 
many determined families came together 

as a dedicated team across New York State 

for years and together made a difference to 
give thousands of parents validity to the 

birth of their baby born still but still born. 
We will finally be able to receive this state-

issued document that acknowledges the 
birth of our precious babies gone too soon 

and to heal yet another piece of our 

hearts.” 

WNYPBN Director, Christine Scott, Senator Tim 

Kennedy and Notary, Kelly Anderson, all 

bereaved parents, celebrated the Enactment of 

the Still Birth Law 

 

For More Information: Contact the WNYPBN 
at (716) 626-6363 or visit the website at 

www.wnypbn.org 
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T H E  S T I L L B I R T H  C E R T I F I C AT E  L AW  G O E S  I N T O  E F F E C T  

The Annual "Evening to Remember" for the 
WNYPBN, was a resounding success, 

thanks in large part to all of our wonderful 
guests, family and friends this year. Pro-

ceeds will benefit the important programs 
of the WNYPBN, Inc. that provide educa-

tional support, community programs and 
referral services to parents who have lost 

a baby due to miscarriage, ectopic preg-
nancy, stillbirth or early infant death.  This 

year’s proceeds exceeded $14,000!   

We would like to thank you all from the 

bottom of our hearts, for taking the time 

to spend with us on Saturday, March 31st, 
and, truly, making this year's fundraiser an 

"Evening to Remember". 

It is only because of your constant and 

tireless support and presence, that our 
invaluable work is possible. All of your 

time, assistance, and most certainly your 
love, allows us to continue this work and 

support the programs that honor our An-
gels, assist our families, and ensure that 

we have the ability to be there in the fu-

ture.  

7 T H  A N N UA L  E V E N I N G  T O  R E M E M B E R   
B A S K E T  R A F F L E  A  S U C C E S S  

We very much look forward to seeing you 
all again throughout the year, whether it is 

at our events, or perhaps one of our pro-

grams or services. 

Our Heartfelt Thanks to You All,  

Most Sincerely,  

Christine Scott 

Executive Director, WNYPBN 

and 

Cyndee Fahey,  

7th Annual "Evening to Remember" Chair 
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Dayanara Cecilia.  My husband and I chose 

that name for our beautiful daughter.  Jose 
and I had been together a little over a year.  

We had both previously been divorced.  Jose 
has 3 children from his prior marriage and 

Dayanara is my first child.   

We found out we were pregnant on July 17, 

2009.  I was 41 years old.  Jose was thrilled 

and ecstatic.  I was also, and I will admit, a 
bit nervous.  I knew being older, I would 

have to take precautions to ensure the 
health of my baby.  I went to every appoint-

ment and to every test I was told to go to.  I 
took my prenatal vitamins and ate very 

healthy.  I will admit though, Dayanara loved 
chocolate chip pancakes and Goober Grape 

peanut butter and jelly with a cold glass of 

milk.  Mommy did, too.  

It was on the last appointment that would 
forever change mine and Jose’s life.  On 

March 16, 2010, five days before Dayanara 
was due, I went to my doctor’s appointment.  

At that appointment, my doctor suggested I 
have my membranes stripped.  The doctor 

advised me that the procedure would start 
labor. I was concerned as I was 39 weeks 

and 2 days.  I had expressed that I was 
afraid of labor, how would I know?  What 

would I do?  All of those questions came up.  
The risk of stripping the membranes was 

not discussed as the doctor and the midwife 
advised Jose and me that it would be safe.  I 

would learn later that stripping membranes 

has its consequences.   

The doctor proceeded to perform an internal 
exam and then came the pain.  The doctor 

advised me that he had performed the strip-

ping and if this did not work, he would in-
duce me on the 25th of March at the hospi-

tal and then was sent home.  The next day I 
called the office to speak to the doctor as I 

was not feeling well. The receptionist con-
nected me with his nurse and I explained 

that I felt ill and I was very exhausted, more 
so than I had ever been throughout the 

pregnancy.  The nurse told me not to worry 
that my body was getting ready to have the 

baby and she asked me if the baby was 

moving and I told her yes.  She said I had 

nothing to worry about and just rest.   

A few days later, on Saturday the 20th of 
March, I was having severe pain. Dayanara 

was still moving. Jose and I went to the hos-
pital at 11:15 PM and I was admitted to 

labor and delivery.  As I lay on the bed, the 

nurse placed the fetal heart monitor on my 
belly.  I saw the machine surge at 175 and 

then nothing.  The nurse then moved the 
monitor and asked me if Dayanara liked 

hiding.  I told the nurse to try the lower left 
side.  Still nothing.  All I said to Jose is, “Oh, 

my God.  Where is she?”   

The on-call doctor came in with the sono-

gram machine.  On the screen was my 
daughter, and there was no heartbeat.  She 

was gone.   

The next sentence that came from the doc-

tor not only shocked but horrified us.  He 
said, “Mrs. Sanchez, your baby has no amni-

otic fluid.”  The doctor then showed Jose 
and me that Dayanara was lying still inside 

my belly with no fluid to sustain her.  Our 
lives as we knew it, all of the plans we had 

made, all of the changes she was going to 
make in our lives were gone.  We were shat-

tered.  Our world just fell apart.   

I delivered her 14 hours later. At 1:57 PM 

on Sunday, March 21, 2010. I would come 
to find out that our daughter died of Chori-

oamnionitis.  After research that I did on my 
own, I found that Chorioamnionitis usually 

develops when bacteria ascends into the 
uterine cavity.  The amniotic fluid and pla-

centa, as well as the baby become infected.  

In studies it has been found that E. coli and 
group B streptococci are the two most com-

mon causes of infection in newborns. How-
ever, when my daughter was tested, a bac-

terium called Enterococcus faecalis was 
found.  This bacterium was formerly classi-

fied as part of the Group D streptococcus 

and is resistant to antibiotics.   

As I continued to do my research, I had to 

know more.  I would not accept my daughter 

dying and a doctor who stated that things 
just happen.  I wanted answers.  I needed 

answers.   What was happening?  I carried 
this beautiful baby girl for nine glorious 

months, only to leave the hospital with emp-
ty arms and a devastated, broken heart.  I 

still did not know where the amniotic fluid 

went or how I got the infection.  I found that 
stripping membranes involves sticking your 

finger into the cervix and separating the 
cervix and lower uterine segment from the 

membranes. It generates local production of 
prostaglandins and frequently brings on 

labor in someone who is close anyway. Strip-
ping membranes increases the risk of chori-

oamnionitis and premature rupture of mem-
branes. Its use is controversial in the obstet-

rical literature.  Premature rupture of the 
membranes also accounts for Oligohydram-

nios. This is a condition where there is very 
low amniotic fluid.  There it was. After all of 

the research, the questions, the reasons, I 
got my answer. Our world is still shattered.  

The answer can never be reversed or taken 
back.  I have stopped asking God “why?”  

That is an answer I will never receive, that is 
until I see Dayanara again and the question 

and answer will not matter anymore.   

I am sharing my story to prevent a tragedy 

my husband I endure on a daily basis.  I am 
not a doctor, however, it took two years of 

research utilizing the internet, medical re-
ports for both myself and Dayanara and 

various health professionals who were kind 
enough to share their experiences and in-

sight on the risks and dangers of stripping 

membranes.  A wonderful person sent me a 
book called Still, by Stephanie Paige Cole.  

Mrs. Cole's daughter, Madeline Jonna, died 
a few days after her membranes were 

stripped.  We try to prevent "bad" things 
from happening every day.  I believe the key 

is education and sharing experiences. Don't 

be afraid to question or ask questions. 

By:  Judith M. Sanchez 

DAYA N A R A  CE C I L I A  

S M A L L  G E S T U R E S  
It's the middle of the night.  You aren't due 

for six more months. Everything is chaotic. 
You are crying. You are lucky if anyone is 

with you. Unsure of what to do, you flag 
down a cab… maybe you get a ride, maybe 

you hitch. 

At the maternity ward, in a room off to the 

side that looks more like a dental chair sur-

rounded by large metal objects and tiny 
knives, you are having a miscarriage. 

Clothes soaked; Pain nearly unbearable.  

The only noise you recall hearing is that of 
your heart breaking, or maybe your own 

screams, “don't let this baby die (too).” 

Maybe you have a D & C. Maybe you get a 

shot in the leg. Perhaps you get a keepsake 
like a teddy bear of this child’s life. Maybe 

you get a kind word. Maybe you get nothing. 

No one wants to talk about what has hap-

pened.  Shhhh. 

It’s time to sign unread papers and maybe 

get a script or two. Stop the bleeding. Stop 
your milk from coming in. Some of these 

details I take from my own experience. I felt 
striped of my womanhood, of my humanity. 

Of love. 

And then I called a cab, the same one that I 

paid for myself to bring me to the hospital to 

bleed out my child. I am no longer pregnant. 
I feel like a loser… and worse, I am dressed 
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Saturday, May 12th  

10 AM—12 PM 

ACQUA Restaurant 
(formerly Harry’s Harbour) 

2192 Niagara St. Buffalo, NY 14207 

All proceeds benefit the  

Wings of Love Memorial Fund  

 

We want to commemorate and acknowledge 
that we are a Mother, Father, Grandmother 

or Grandfather by honoring and remember-

ing our precious babies gone too soon. 

Come join other bereaved families and 

make this Mother’s Day & Father’s Day  

Special! 

This event will include a Hot Sit-Down Break-
fast, a Memorial Service and Flower Release 

into the Niagara River. 

To attend, please complete and return a 

registration form that has been mailed to 

you, or can be found on the website 

www.wnypbn.org/progs.html 

For more information:, please contact  

Christine Scott at (716) 626-6363 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
~A Mother’s Love is like a circle:  

it has no beginning and no ending.   
It keeps going around and around…  

ever-expanding, touching everyone who 
comes in contact with it.~ 

- Art Urban   

“ W I N G S  O F  L OV E ”  P A R E N T ’ S  D AY  B R E A K FA S T  

like one.  My clothes in a bag, soaked in 

blood.  My shoes puddled in bodily fluids, 

ruined.  

It’s the middle of the night. Time has 
stopped. No one is there to put me back 

together. No one is there with clean clothes 
from home… such a simple gesture would 

mean the world to me. One shred of dignity 

left. But it’s just a sad thought: just another 

to add to the pile. 

I asked for scrubs but was denied. I was 
given a sheer gown for my back and another 

for my front, then I walked outside for my 
cab. I sit barefoot next to a teenager who 

has just gone into labor. She is smoking a 
cigarette. She is wearing a warm bathrobe 

over her pajamas. I just want to cry. And I 

do. 

I felt ashamed. I had just had a miscarriage. 

And here I wait to PAY for transportation 
home in the middle of the night, wearing a 

worn out hospital gown.  

By:  Heidi L. Brown-Kopper  

(Mommy of angel Lucas Brown 12-30-05) 

E L E G A N T  E V E N I N G  T O  R E M E M B E R  

 

“Elegant Evening to Remember”  

on Friday, May 18, 2012  

The Hotel Lafayette   

391 Washington Street 

6:30 pm –10:30 pm. 

 
The “Elegant Evening to Remember” will 

feature an awards ceremony recognizing 
physicians, nurses, volunteers and organiza-

tions for their outstanding dedication to the 

WNYPBN and our bereaved community.  
This elegant evening will include a cocktail 

reception, sit-down dinner, and a silent auc-
tion. All auction packages will be created in 

memory of babies who have died by miscar-
riage, ectopic pregnancy, stillbirth or early 

infant death. 

If you would like more information, or have 

any questions, please contact  
Christine Scott at 716-626-6363 or  

Christine@wnypbn.org  
 

Tickets are $90 per person 

Tables for 10 are available 

To donate to this event, please see our web-

site: 

www.firstgiving.com/wnypbn/ 

elegant-evening-to-remember 

 

Congratulations to our  

2012 Award Recipients 
 

Physicians of the Year: 
 Private Physician:   

  Dr. Mark Weissman 

 NICU Hospital Based Physician:   
  Dr. Ralph Wynn 

 Serving the Underserved:   
  Dr. Judine Davis 

 
Nurses of the Year 

 Hospital Based:  
  Fran Kane, RN 

 Community Based:  
  Jan Walkden, MSN 

 
Community Service 

 Mr. Thomas Koch from  
  Stone Art Memorial  Co., Inc.  

 Kelly Arena 
 Candace Frankowski 

 
Community Awareness 

 Senator Timothy M. Kennedy 
 

Volunteer of the Year 
 Cyndee Fahey 
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Forget -YOU-Nots 

Arianna Danielle Allen October 17, 2009 
Mommy and Daddy love and miss you. 

Parents: Teresa and Doug Allen 

 
Michael Anthony Anderson April 5, 2005 
We love you always!  Love, Mommy, Daddy & Mia 

Love and miss you every day!  XXXOOO Nana & Papa 

Parents:  Mike & Kelly Anderson 
 

Cj Bigaj  December 5, 2006 

Ryan Gerald Bigaj  March 8, 2009 
Happy 3rd Angelversary to my beautiful baby boy! I can't 

believe it has been three years since I held you in my arms. I 

miss and love both of you so much: words cannot even de-

scribe. You both are my first thought of the day my last 

thought before I go to sleep and a million thoughts in be-

tween. Although my arms are empty, my heart and mind are 

full of the wonderful memories I had with each of you!! Love 

you so much boys!! Love Mommy 

Parent: Molly Bigaj 
 

Angela Marie Capage August 28, 2003 
To my sweet baby girl:  I love you with all my heart.  Until I 

hold you in my arms again…  

Love, Mommy 

Parents:  Chuck & Lisa Capage 
 

Nadiyah Carrion July 9, 2010 
Mommy and Daddy love and miss you! 

Parents:  Rebecca Mancini & Ramon Carrion 
 

Katie Lynn Close Feb 2 – June 28, 2002 
I love you so much, baby girl.  One day we will be together 

again and never have to say goodbye. 

Parents:  Tina & Lorne Close 
 

Ayden DeMoss           Dec 9, 2006 – Apr 28, 2007 
We love you, Pumpkin, and miss you so much.  Over love for 

you lives forever. 

Parents:  Clinton & Krystle DeMoss 
 

Sophia Marie Filipski December 23, 2011 
Although we never got to meet you, you will be forever in our 

hearts.  We love you! 

Parents:  Kyle & Heather Filipski 
 

Brandon Formaniak October 13, 2010  
My sweet little boy, not a day goes by that I do not think 

about you. I love to say your name even if no one is around 

to hear it. I love to smell your blanket, although the smell is 

fading with every passing day. I love to talk about you to your 

very loving big sister. You are a part of our family and we will 

never let anyone forget that. Be good, my precious baby boy. 

Fly with the angels and watch over us until the day when we 

can all be together.  

Hugs and Kisses, Mommy, Daddy, and Brooke. 

Parents:  Tracy Thuman & Doug Formaniak 
 

John Paul Jerebko November 18, 1999 
You will always be remembered. 

Parents:  Peter & Lisa Jerebko 
 

Caleb Daniel Jordan Mar 23 – Apr 2, 2009 
To my baby boy:  not a day goes by that I don’t think of you.  

Please continue to watch over us.  Love you.  Love, Mommy 

Always remembered – Forever loved – Never to be forgot-

ten.  Love always, Grandma Bonnie 

Parent:  Nicole Jordan (Kwaizer) 
 

Marrina Kim August 3-4, 2005 

Ella Grace Kim June 8, 2007 
Wishing you were with us… always. 

Love, Mommy, Daddy & Trent 

Parents:  Mark & Dawn Kim 
 

Alyssa Grace Marciniak  June 30, 2003 

Evan James Marciniak 

Ethan Joseph Marciniak October 12, 2008 
Not a day goes by that I don’t think about you! We love you! 

Parents:  Dana and Joe Marciniak 
 

Leo Thomas Owens  December 21, 2010 
Mommy and Daddy love and miss you. 

Parents:  Cassandra & Thomas Owens  
 

Anthony Christopher Puccio February 22, 2012 

Lynn Marie Puccio  October 10, 2008 

Diana Marlene Puccio  March 31, 2008 
Baby Anthony, Mommy & Daddy love you. You are forever in 

our hearts. Anthony, Diana & Lynn: may our 3 Angels rest in 

peace and watch over our little Mino!  

Parents: Michael Puccio & Erin Marschke 

In Loving Memory Of... 
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Jacob Wesley Scott May 27, 2000 
We love you and think of you every day!  Butterfly kisses, 

buddy! 

Parents: Phillip & Christine Scott 
Baby MayKayla August 5-13, 2009 
You are forever loved and will always be remembered. 

 

Kayleigh Renee Swain January 30, 2010 
Kayleigh, it’s hard to believe it has been two years already.  

Mommy and daddy miss you so much. Your little sister is 

getting so big and smart, and she is finally walking around, 

too. It’s hard to see her do all this stuff and know we got 

robbed of seeing you do it. We know you are in a better 

place surrounded by all of our family.  Just know we love and 

miss you very much. 

love, Mommy and Daddy 

Parents: Tymon & Kathryn Swain 
 

Jacob Swygert  May 21-29, 2010 
Happy 2nd Birthday to our baby boy!! It's hard to believe 2 

years have gone by without you. We think about you and 

miss you every day. Our love for you is still as strong as it 

was the day you left us.  The memories are etched in our 

hearts forever. Richard is getting bigger and we talk about 

you often. He tells us he loves you, so I hope you can hear 

him from up there! We miss you and love you, have a great 

Birthday! Love, Mommy, Daddy and Richard 

Parents: Rich & Mary Swygert 
 

Emery Nicole Tomaszewski April 28, 2010 
Dear Daughter, Our lives have been forever changed since 

the moment you entered. We feel honored to have con-

ceived you and blessed to have known you. You are forever 

a part of our family. We love you Sweetie. 

Love Mommy and Daddy 

Dear Sister, Thank you for watching over me and Mommy 

and making sure I got here safely. I will always look up to 

you as my big sister and my guardian angel. I love you. 

XOXO, Carter 

Parents: Nicole & Mike Tomaszewski 
 

Alexis April Treece February 28, 2005 
We love and miss you so much! 

Parent: Michelle Treece 
 

 

Anthony Viele June 2, 2005 
Happy 7th Birthday in heaven!  We love and miss you! 

Parents:  Starr & Don Viele 
 

Aemon Joseph Withey February 28, 2012 
There was no greater purpose than to offer my body to God 

to carry your beautiful soul home.  Love you, baby boy. 

Ariel Withey November 22, 2005 

Adam Withey June 9, 2008 

Addison Withey October 24, 2008 
Welcome your new baby brother home… and as always, 

please watch over your loving parents.  -DBK 

Parents:  Chris & Tara Withey 
 

Sarah Suzanne Fahey  October 23-27, 2000 
Our sweet little angel! You are forever in our hearts.  We love 

and miss you so much!! 

Parents:  Kevin & Cyndee Fahey 
 

Bud Charles Mott September 12, 2005 

Theresa Marie Mott 
To our precious Bud Charles & Theresa Marie:  You are al-

ways in our hearts and our thoughts. Wonder 'Who You'd Be 

Today'. Love always, Daddy, Mommy and Alison  

Parents:  Timothy & Beth Mott 

 

Interested in Submitting a Memorial? 

Please email your baby’s Forget-YOU-Not to: 

forgetmenotnewsletter@hotmail.com 

Submissions are due by the 15th of the month  

prior to the issue month. 

Family members and friends are also encouraged to submit:  

not just parents! 

Forget -YOU-Nots 
In Loving Memory Of... 
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Poetr y  

I Remember, I Remember 
by Joy Johnson 

 
In the Spring, 

When the first crocus 
Pokes its head tentatively 

Out of the frozen ground 
I think of you and I remember… 

I remember. 
  

In the Summer, 
When the blaring heat wilts the rose petals 

And paints unsightly cracks in the ground 
I think of you and I remember… 

I remember. 
  

In the Autumn, 
When the trees are ablaze in the glory of Fall 

And my shoes make crackling sounds as I walk 
I think of you and I remember… 

I remember. 
  

And in the Winter, 
When I stand at my window to watch a blizzard 

Snow whirls around my grief and loneliness 
Then too, I think of you and I remember... 

Yes, I remember. 
 

Untitled Poem 

Author Unknown. 
 

It must be very difficult 
To be a man in grief, 

Since “Men don’t cry” and “men are strong” 
No tears can bring relief. 

 
It must be very difficult 

To stand up to the test 
And field the calls and visitors 

So she can get some rest. 
 

They always ask if she’s all right 
And what she’s going through. 

But seldom take his hand and ask, 
“My friend, but how are you?” 

 
He hears her crying in the night 

And thinks his heart will break. 
He dries her tears and comforts her, 

but “stays strong” for her sake. 
 

It must be very difficult 
To start each day anew 

And try to be so very brave— 
He lost his baby too. 

 

Mother’s Day? 
By:  Kris Ingle, UNITE 

 
This day honors those who have children, the card reads. 

But what of those women who conceived and miscarried? 
And what of those whose babies grew 

And for some reason were stillborn? 
And still what of those whose babies died 

during their first hour or early years? 
Are we to be denied the right to be called “Mother?” 

Instead of caring and cuddling, 
Our hearts ache with the pain of loss. 

We ARE mothers in the strongest sense. 
We love our children just as any mother with live children. 

The only difference is a mother with a live child 
grows with her child. 

A mother who has lost her child 
grows because of her child. 

 
 

Remembering You On Mother’s Day 
Jana Spigener bereaved mother of  

Mercedes Ruth Spigener 9/21/95 
 

No little hugs or kisses 
To wake me up on this morn. 

No special card or roses sent my way. 
Bittersweet feelings, at least a thousand tears; 

Quietly, I celebrated you this day. 

 
I am not like the others, 

Though I still wear the name. 
I cannot hold you in my arms, 

But I love you just the same. 
 

I knelt beside your resting place, 
Though I know you were not there. 

I prayed to God in Heaven: 
A peace I found in knowing, 

sweet child, you’re in His care. 
 

To see a mother with her baby- 
How my heart breaks in two; 

But never would I trade this pain 
If it meant there had been no you. 

 
At times I feel I cannot go on- 

Living this life without you. 
Yet hidden behind my deepest grief 

There is joy unexplainably true. 
 

For my daughter, you will always be a blessing from above. 
Your brief existence has bestowed on me a name I cherish dear. 

And although this day is not what I imagined it to be, 
I will treasure it because of you- 

MY FIRST MOTHER’S DAY. 

Our Love in the Written Word 
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Sunday, October 7, 2012 

Cheektowaga Town Park 
2600 Harlem Road, Cheektowaga 

11:00 AM—Registration 
12:00 PM—Event Begins 

 
During the months of September and  

October each year, hundreds of parents, 
health-care professionals and friends 

across the United States will be participat-
ing in a “Walk To Remember” to honor our 

babies gone too soon.  Please join us as we 

20th Annual 

"Why" may be more than a question.  It may 
be an agonizing cry for a heart-breaking loss, 

an expression of distress, disappointment, 
bewilderment, alienation, and betrayal.  

There is no answer that bridges the chasm 
of irreparable separation.  There is no satis-

factory response for an unresolvable dilem-
ma.  Not all questions have complete an-

swers.  Unanswered "whys" are part of life.  
The search may continue, but the real ques-

tion might be "How (do I) pick up the pieces 
and go on living as meaningfully as possi-

ble?"  

The three phrases that I should let go from 

my mind, if I want to be serene: 

What if?  

If only... 
Why Me? 

journeyofhearts.org 

M O R E  T H A N  A  Q U E S T I O N . . .  

Having a miscarriage is one of those things 
that seems like it only happens to other peo-

ple until it happens to you. Although the 
whole experience may feel very lonely, I want 

others to know that they are not alone. I have 
suffered two miscarriages in the span of 9 

months. It’s something that no Mother should 

ever have to experience.  

My partnership with Everything Happy 
stemmed from the drive to make my baby (at 

the time, now babies) proud of me. One thing 
that came from suffering these losses for me 

is a greater compassion and drive to help 
others, especially children.  When you pur-

chase an Everything Happy product you are 
making a conscious choice to do good by 

making not one, but two kids happy.  The 
“One to Love, One to Give” mission distrib-

utes Everything Happy products to children in 
hospitals, organizations and orphanages all 

over the world and have now partnered with 

the WNY Perinatal Bereavement Network. 
For every product sold, one of the same is 

donated to a child in need. So now children 
all around the world who may not normally 

have a reason to smile do! But none of this 
would possible without the Everything Happy 

customers who’ve opened their hearts to 
bring a smile to the faces of children far and 

wide. 

What better way for me to give back to West-

ern New York Perinatal Bereavement Net-
work Inc. (WNYPBN) then to support a com-

pany that supports them. With your pur-
chase from Everything Happy you will be 

able to donate you “One to Give” to this 
wonderful organization! When you purchase 

your "One to Love" and receive the product, 
it will contain a tag with a giving code. You 

will then go back to the Everything Happy 
website again and register to become a 

"giver". Once registered you will be able to 

enter your code and choose WNYPBN as 
your giving destination (their logo will be up 

by the end of April. This will help a bereaved 
sibling who has just lost a brother or sister. 

They will receive a happy pal or happy blank-
ie to comfort them during their time of griev-

ing and healing. After April, please enter 
promotional code (also gives 25% off retail 

purchases): RBackstrom25 

By:  Renee Backstrom 

Bereaved Mother of Cooper (5/30/11)  
and Willow (3/13/12) 

E V E RY T H I N G  H A P P Y  C O L L A B O R AT I O N  

Walk in Loving Memory of our babies that 

have died due to miscarriage, ectopic preg-
nancy, still birth or early infant death. 
 

Like other memorial walks, the Walk to Re-

member promotes awareness about serious 
health-related issues, as well as raises mon-

ey to help support those afflicted by a tragic 
loss.  Like previous years, we are asking 

that those participating obtain donations to 
help support the WNYPBN. 

 

Visit our donation website  

to create and design your personal 

page in memory of your baby (ies)  

and start collecting donations!    
 

http://www.firstgiving.com/wnypbn/ 

the-20th-annual-walk-to-remember 
 

Invitations and Registration forms will be 
sent this summer.  Please invite your family 

and friends to come help make this year’s 
Walk to Remember A Celebration of Life! 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Memories of the 19th Annual Walk to Remember 
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Safe  Ar r ivals  
To Grant Others Hope 

Teresa and Doug Allen were thrilled to wel-

come their new son, Collin Daniel Allen!  He 
was born on January 29, 2012 at 5 lbs 11.1 

oz and 19 1/2 inches long!  The family will 
always remember Arianna Danielle Allen 

(10/17/09). 

 

Isaac Kenneth Brown arrived safely on April 

3, 2012 weighing 7 lbs 14oz. He is the baby 
brother of two angels Ryan (June 3, 2009) 

and Jordan (September 12, 2009) and one 
earth angel Carter. Proud parents are Kevin 

and Shannon Brown.  “To all of our babies...I 
love you forever, like you for always, as long 

as I'm living, my babies you'll be!” 

 

Reagan Reese Howard was born on January 

18, 2012, at 8 lbs and 1/2 oz and 19 inch-
es long.  Parents Rhonda and Bradley How-

ard will always remember Gracie Caroline 

Howard (March 11, 2010). 

 

Brady Marciniak was welcomed into this 

world by his parents, Dana and Joe 
Marciniak, and his big brother Ian on No-

vember 21, 2011.  He was 7 lbs 3 oz and 
19 inches long.  The family will always re-

member the Marciniak babies no longer 

with us: Alyssa, Evan (June 30, 2003) and 

Ethan (October 12, 2008).   

 

Lillie Erialee Owens was born January 25, 

2012 at 6 lbs and was 19 1/4 in.  Cassan-
dra and Thomas Owens will always remem-

ber their baby in heaven, Leo Thomas Ow-

ens (12/21/10). 

 

Proud parents, Michael Puccio and Erin 

Marschke, would like to introduce Michael 
Joseph Puccio who was born on September 

5, 2010.  He was 19 inches long and 5 lb 

15.7 oz.  The family will always remember 
Anthony Christopher Puccio (February 22, 

2012), Lynn Marie Puccio (October 10, 
2008) and Diana Marlene Puccio (March 

31, 2008) 

 

Teresa Patricia Smith was born on October 
14, 2010 to Chelsey and Jim Smith Jr.  She 

was 8 lbs and 6 oz and 20 inches long.  The 
family will teach Teresa and her brother, 

James R Smith III, all about their sister in 
heaven, Judy Clare Smith (November 18, 

2009). 

 

Nicole and Mike Tomaszewski are thrilled to 

announce the safe arrival of Carter Michael 
Tomaszewski!  He was born February 13, 

2012 at a whopping 8 lbs 2 oz and 20 inch-
es long.  His parents will teach him all about 

his big sister in heaven, Emery Nicole To-

maszewski (April 28, 2010). 

 

John and Erin Tryka are proud to announce 
the arrival of MiKenly V. Tryka on August 27, 

2011.  She was 8 lbs 12 oz and 22 inches 
long.  Big sisters Rayahna and Aurora are 

thrilled!!  The family will always remember 

Baby Tryka (July 21, 2010). 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Interested in Submitting Your Safe Arrival? 

Please email your new baby’s information 

as well as their heavenly sibling’s information to: 

forgetmenotnewsletter@hotmail.com 

Submissions are due by the 15th of the month  

prior to the issue month. 

Children are affected by perinatal loss, 
whether it happened before or after they are 

born.  They must work through their grief, the 
same as the rest of us.  We’d like to publish 

pictures, poems, stories, etc. that were creat-
ed by your bereaved children… so that the 

kids can know that they, too, are not alone. 

If your child has drawn or written something 

that they would like to share, please send it 

to: 

Dawn Both-Kim 
1 Montclaire Lane 

Orchard Park, NY 14127 

I will treat each piece carefully and will return 

it to you as soon as possible.  If you have the 
means and can scan the work, please email 

it to: 

forgetmenotnewsletter@hotmail.com 

K ID ’S  STU FF  

CAPTION:  Pages from the “Family of an Angel” Scrapbook created at the 19th Annual 
Walk to Remember, October 9, 2011.  Created by Serena Merkel in loving memory of her 

sister, Angelina Love Merkel (December 21, 1999).   
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Area Support Groups 
Caring Arms Support Circle 
Stillbirth and Early Infant Death 

When:  2nd Tuesday @ 7:00 PM 

Ministry Center, Rm #4 

100 Gregory Ct, Williamsville 
Next to Millard Fillmore Suburban 

Contact:   

Denise Hudden, RN, 716-568-6653 

 

Circle of Hope 
Death and/or Serious Illness—Niagara Hospice 

4675 Sunset Dr., Lockport or 

2186 Liberty Dr., Niagara Falls 

Contact: 

Outreach Dept.  716-280-0777 

 

Footprints on the Heart 
Stillbirth and early infant death 

Call for further details 

When:  4th Wednesday @ 7 PM 

Life Transitions Center 

150 Bennett Road 

Cheektowaga 

Contact:   

Fran Kane (716) 862-1678 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heart to Heart 
Early loss, miscarriage and ectopic pregnancy 

Call for further details 

When:  1st Thursday @ 5:30 PM 

M. Steven Piver Center,  

Suite 100 

Sisters Hospital, Seton Bldg 

2157 Main St., Buffalo 

Contact:   

Fran Kane (716) 862-1678 

 

Hopeful Hearts /  

Subsequent Pregnancy 
Support for pregnancy after a perinatal loss 

Call for further details 

When:  2nd Thursday @ 5:30 PM 

M. Steven Piver Center,  

Suite 100 

Sisters Hospital, Seton Bldg 

2157 Main St., Buffalo 

Contact:   

Fran Kane (716) 862-1678 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Telephone Support Team (PTST) 
Speak with another bereaved parent who has 

endured a similar perinatal loss 

Contact: 

Lisa Jerebko, (716) 474-1024 

SIDS Family Support Group 
SIDS and Infant Death 

Joan A. Male Family  

Support Center 

60 Dingens St., Buffalo 

Contact: 

Jan Walkden, (716) 822-0919 

 

Sibling Grief 
Young Sibling (5-16 years) 

Adult Sibling (17 years & older) 

When:  2nd Wednesday @ 6:30 PM 

First Trinity Lutheran Church 

1570 Niagara Falls Blvd,  

Tonawanda 

Contact:   

Lesley Jordans, (716) 878-7773 

 

“Tiniest Angels” Parent  

Bereavement Support 
Miscarriage, ectopic pregnancy, stillbirth and 

early infant death 

When:  2nd Wednesday @ 7 PM 

5780 Main St, Williamsville 

(Corner of Main and Evans) 

FREE—Please call to register 

Contact: 

Christine Scott, (716) 626-6363 

 

 

On-Line Help and Internet Resources 
The Western New York Perinatal Bereave-

ment Network, Inc. (WNYPBN) 

www.WNYPBN.org 

Babies Remembered and Wintergreen Press  

Babiesremembered.com  
The Website of Sherokee Ilse: Bereaved 

Parent, International Speaker and Author of 

Empty Arms: Coping with Miscarriage, Still-
birth, and Infant Death and many other 

books, including Miscarriage: A Shattered 

Dream  

Baby Photo Retouching Service  

www.babyphotoretouch.com  
Transforms your precious baby photos 

through digital technology to  

correct some of the damaged image.  

Born Angels Pregnancy Loss Support  

www.bornangels.com  

Provides links to pregnancy loss support, 
infertility support, neonatal loss support, 

and adoption resources.  

Celebration Forest  
www.celebrationforest.com  

Allows you to plant a tree in honor of your 

deceased beloved one  

Facts About Miscarriage  

http://www.pregnancyloss.info  

The Grief Recovery Institute  
http:/www.grief-recovery.com  

The action program for moving beyond loss  

H.A.N.D.  

www.handonline.org  
―Help After Neonatal Death  

Helping cope with the loss of a baby before, 

during, or after birth  

A Heartbreaking Choice  

www.aheartbreakingchoice.com  
For parents who have interrupted their preg-

nancies after poor prenatal diagnosis.  

Hygeia.org  

www.hygeia.org  
An online journal for pregnancy and neona-

tal loss.  

Memory Pendants  
www.memorypendants.com  

Use code: 112188 to receive a discount for  

families affiliated with our organization  

Owner Chuck Huffman- L. Huffman Studios  

M.I.S.S. Foundation  
www.misschildren.org  

Provides immediate and ongoing support to 
grieving families, empowerment through 

community volunteerism opportunities, pub-
lic policy and legislative education, and pro-

grams to reduce infant and toddler death 

through research and education.  

National Share Office  

www.nationalshare.org  
To serve those whose lives are touched by 

the tragic death of a baby.  

Remembering Our Babies  

http://www.october15th.com/  
The official site of pregnancy and infant loss 

remembrance day.  

Stone Art Memorial  
www.stoneartmemorial.com  

The Right way to commemorate your memo-

ries. 



Western New York 

Perinatal 
Bereavement 

Network, Inc. 
5780 Main St. 

Williamsville, NY 
14221 

Phone: 716-626-6363 

Fax: 716-626-6368 
E-mail: christine@wnypbn.org  

Helping Families 
Honoring Lives 

This newsletter is FREE for one year (4 issues) after your loss.  If you would like to continue your sub-

scription, please send $5 to help defray mailing costs for an additional year.  You may also find this 
newsletter for no cost whatsoever on-line at www.wnypbn.org .  Make checks payable to WNYPBN, 

Inc. and send the completed form below to WNYPBN—Newsletter, 5780 Main St., Williamsville, NY 

14221.  If you are receiving duplicate mailings, please let us know. 

Name:   _______________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________ Email: ___________________________________ 

Baby’s Name & Honored Date(s): 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Editors reserve the right to grammatically edit or reject materials submitted.  Views and opinions in this publication are not neces-

sarily those of the WNYPBN or its member organizations, but those of the individual authors. 

If you would like to be removed from the mailing list, please contact the above address.  Please know that we will be here for you if 

you need us in the future! 
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